Newsletter, Wednesday 21st March, Term 1
Dear Parents and Guardians,
The AGM for the Larrakeyah Primary School Board was held last Wednesday evening. Many
thanks to the large number of people who attended - parents and staff. A special thanks to
Michelle Parker (Executive Officer NT COGSO) who attended and was also the returning
officer. The School Board consists of parent members and teacher representatives. Thank you
to all those who expressed an interest in being a member of the School Board. Congratulations
to our elected board members – Kathy Ganley (Chairperson), Karen Bouhoris (Treasurer),
Jason Tutty, Rachita Jain, Danni Mattiazzo (Teacher rep), and Leisa Beynon (Teacher rep/
Secretary). We all look forward to working together to improve outcomes for students whilst
focussing on the strategic direction of the school.
Thank you to the parents who were on the School Board last year and volunteered their time
and gave valuable support to the school – Natalie Parker, Sam Jeffries, Tania Thiel and Chris
Roberts. A special thank you to Rachita Jain. Rachita has been involved with the school
council/board for the past three years and, although continuing as a member of the board,
has stepped down this year from her role as Chairperson. We thank Rachita for her leadership
as Chairperson, her commitment and her work to strongly support the school improvement
agenda.
Parents are reminded that students, once dismissed after the home bell, are expected to
walk/ride home, attend our Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) program or wait for parents who
are collecting them from school. After school is not play time unless a student is supervised by
a parent. Parents also need to be punctual in collecting their child – school finishes at 2.45pm.
We have a duty of care to ensure that students are going home once they are dismissed.
OSHC also needs to abide by national regulations and it is difficult for OSHC staff to supervise
students in their care when there are other students remaining in the school grounds. Staff will
be ensuring that students are going home after the bell at 2.45pm.
Sincere thank you to Megan Cannon (Year 5 student) and her family for volunteering and
assisting to clean up debris in the school following cyclone Marcus. The assistance was greatly
appreciated – again, thank you so much. If any parent has not downloaded the Skoolbag
App, please access the school website for information. We were able to send a message to
parents via this app regarding school closure following the cyclone. Also, in emergency
situations and information about schools, please listen to ABC radio and access
www.securent.nt.gov.au
Regards,
Fathma Mauger
Principall

Larrakeyah Primary School is a member
of the Darwin City Schools and in
partnership with Darwin Middle School,
Darwin High School, Northern Territory
Open Education Centre, Ludmilla
Primary School, Stuart Park Primary
School and Parap Primary School.

Dates to Remember
Monday 26th March– Easter Raffle Donations.
Monday 26th March– Thursday 29th March—Easter Egg
Guessing Jar Competition.
Friday 30th March—Monday 2nd April– Easter Weekend.
Wednesday 4th April– Last ECA Session.
Friday 6th April– Whole School Assembly (Hosted by Year 5
Spruhan).
Friday 13th April– Last day of Term 1.
Friday 13th April– LPS Canteen Closed.
2018 Government $150.00 Back to School Vouchers need to
be used by the end of Term 1.
Monday 23rd April– Term 2 Commences.

Larrakeyah Primary School is registered
for Coles Sports for Schools, it is an
initiative run by Coles to keep kids
healthy. Anytime you spend $10 at
Coles you will receive 1 Sports For
Schools Voucher. These vouchers can
go into the LPS box set up out the front
of Coles in the Mitchell Centre or
brought into school.

Wednesday 25th April– ANZAC Day Public Holiday.
Monday 7th May– May Day Public Holiday.
Tuesday 8th May– The Biggest Morning Tea at Preschool.
Wednesday 9th—Friday 11th– Mothers Day Stalls.
Friday 11th May– Whole School Assembly (Hosted by Year 6
Gillespie).
Tuesday 15th– Friday 18th May– NAPLAN.
Wednesday 16th—Friday 18th May– Year 4 Camp Batchelor.
Friday 1st June– Whole School Assembly (Hosted by Year 4
Platte).

ABSENCES
To ensure we keep our Attendance
records correct please contact our
front office if your child/children are
absent.
You can contact us on 89813211.
Alternatively, you can notify us via
our website or our Skool Bag App.
Larrakeyah
Primary School App
The Larrakeyah Primary School app
is available to download. If you prefer
using the school website, please
check the Skool Bag console in the
For Parents section for latest news.

DONATIONS FOR EASTER RAFFLE

Asking for all donations for the 2018 Easter
Raffle. Bring in a Soft Toy or Chocolate Easter
Egg/ Bunny.
All Donations are greatly appreciated. Please
hand in donations by Monday 26th March to the
Front Office.

For Sale $1.00 each
After school every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Room 12 – Ms Beynon’s class.
All money raised will be going towards SLT fundraising.

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL BOARD
Dear Parents and Carers,
I feel both privileged and excited to be elected Chair and Parent
representative of your School Board at the AGM last week.
25 parents attended and 7 parents nominated for 2 vacancies.
Jason Tutty was elected as the second parent representative.
My appreciation to the unsuccessful nominees who joined our fundraising,
traffic and afterschool-care sub-committees.
At the AGM, Michelle Parker from the Council of Government School Organisations (COGSO),
was very complimentary of our Principal and the many achievements of our Independent
Public School.
As the school representative body, the Board plays an important role in creating positive
relationships between the school community, our Principal, teachers and staff to achieve the
best possible educational outcomes for our children as students.
Board members must act in the best interests of the school and must not become involved in the
day to day running of the school, which are determined by our Principal.
The main functions of the Board are to:


Provide input into the Strategic Plan and Annual Improvement Plan;



Develop, allocate and monitor the schools budget;



Provide input into school policy development and review;



Determine fees for approved materials, services and facilities for individual students (not
covered by the Education Act); and



Seek voluntary financial contributions from parents of students.

Being a Board member often goes unnoticed and without appreciation. A special THANK YOU
to Rachita Jain as outgoing Chair and to Natalie Parker as outgoing parent representatives for
their leadership and contribution to driving positive change.
Whilst education is a right for us, it is a privilege in many communities. Cyclone Marcus should
give us cause to stop and reflect on how blessed we are. We live in a world that supports our
children attending a Cambridge accredited and acknowledged 'school of choice' in Darwin.
Our children have access to learning outcomes beyond other schools. Yet there is so much
more we could provide.
Current infrastructure limits student enrolments and Government funding is limited. I encourage
you, if you have not done so, please contact our awesome team in the front office (Kylie,
Natalie or Karen) to pay your child’s $150 voluntary contribution. Payments can be made by
instalments.
If you don’t have time to drop in, please phone: 8981 3211.
For any queries or to join a sub-committee, please email me: ganleys@bigpond.net.au
Together let’s make our school community even greater than it is.
Kathy Ganley
Chair, Larrakeyah Primary School (LPS) Board.

WRITING FOCUS
Transition Bostock
Learning Intention:
We are learning to write a recount.
Success Criteria:
I can draw a picture from my weekend and have a go at
writing.

Visible Learning with 2 Korfias
Learning Intention:
In Science we are learning about forces and that a push or a pull
affects how an object moves or changes shape.
Success Criteria:
I can identify which force is being used in each picture and draw
arrows.

Students experimented with using the forces push and pull
through a game of tug of war.

A Taste of Thailand!
Dear families, I hope this week’s newsletter finds you all
well and safe post cyclone Marcus. Last week we were
learning about knife safety in the kitchen and applying
this to a fairly tricky customer, the sweet potato! We
have harvested our crop of sweet potatoes and some of
the Thai egg plants from the garden and used these to
cook up a fragrant Thai green curry. Students responded
maturely to the responsibility of handling a sharp knife
and were able to demonstrate excellent safety when
transporting the knife and using it to prepare the
vegetables. The result was a delicious curry which we all
enjoyed with some rice at the end of the lesson!
This week our year 3’s will be reviewing their trellis
structures post cyclone. One of the success criteria for
their trellis building was that the trellis should be able to
withstand strong winds. Whilst a cyclone would rate
somewhat more extreme than a ‘strong wind’ it will be a
good test of their structures and a powerful lesson in the
power of these weather systems. Watch this space for
the results of that review in next week’s newsletter.
Warm regards
Emily Tutty

NEWS FROM THE PEER SUPPORT TEAM
This week in Peer Support the children will learn how important it is to take small steps
towards achieving a goal. The children will develop a range of strategies and different
ways to think to help them stay optimistic. Ask your child to share their goal and discuss
ways you can provide encouragement.

Peer Support Team

NEWS FROM THE STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM
We hope everyone is safe and have recovered after the cyclone. Next week, the SLT will be running a ‘Guess the
Easter Eggs in the Jar’ competition. Guesses are 50c each for 5 guesses for $2.00 You can guess after school on
Monday and Wednesday or during recess on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Guessing will take place
in Ms. Beynon’s room (Room 12).
The winner is the first person to guess the right amount or the first person closest to the number. The winner will
be announced next Thursday, just in time for Easter! There is a massive container and a smaller container to guess
from. We wish everyone all the best.
The teachers v students netball game is happening this Friday – and we are so excited for this. It will be held on
Friday at lunchtime under the new buildings. Good luck to all involved in the game.
A number of suggestions have come through the suggestion box in regards to having more discos. The SLT try to
focus all their fundraising during school hours and will maintain this effort for the remainder of the year.
Just a reminder that Zooper Dooper’s are for sale on Monday, Wednesday and Friday in
Ms. Beynon’s room.
Thanks for your support! The SLT Team.

SPORT

